About ecodyfi’s ‘Waste Watchers’ project
What is ecodyfi?

We’re a local group. We try to create jobs in the Dyfi Valley through projects that help the environment and the local economy. We also get involved in some community activities, such as the lantern festival last year. Giving people information about our effect on the world is part of our work.

Why focus on waste?

If everybody in the world lived the same way as we do in Wales, we would need three planets to support us! This is because of all the resources and space used - to make all the things we buy, eat and build, to heat our homes and move us around, and to cope with what we throw away.

We only have the one planet, so we’re heading for trouble. “Trouble” means increased competition for things like oil and it means climate change. Increased drought, floods and rising sea levels are happening already and threaten us all.
One of the main things we can all do about this is to look at what we buy - and what we do with it when we’ve finished with it. Much of the average person’s weekly rubbish could be recycled, composted, or go to a charity shop. Much less would be thrown into holes in the ground (“landfill sites”) - which is what happens to it now.
Why does this matter?

Think about the material in landfill sites.
· Firstly, if it was plastic, paper, metal or cloth, it could probably have been recycled into something else. This would have saved space in the landfill, reused valuable resources and used less energy and water in making the new item.
· Secondly, if it was plants or food, it could probably have been composted. Using compost reduces the need for chemical fertilizers, which can harm the environment and which need energy to be made.
· Thirdly, and perhaps most importantly, when the material rots underground it produces gases, especially carbon dioxide and methane. These are called greenhouse gases, because in the atmosphere they act like a greenhouse around the earth - raising the global temperature and increasing the chaos of climate change.

What is the project going to do?
The project is as much about giving people new skills and confidence as about reducing waste. We want to employ somebody who will benefit from this opportunity to learn – perhaps somebody who is not employed at the moment.

Once you’re ready (after training), your job will be to interest other people in the ideas described above. And encourage them to do something about it. You’ll do this by offering to help them do things differently – not by preaching or telling them they have to change. Hopefully they’ll learn new skills as well!
