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A partnership created to achieve renewable energy targets in Powys has won a prestigious European Union award.

Powys Renewable Energy (RE) Partnership, which is part of the EU's 'Campaign for Take Off' (CTO) has won the "100% Communities: Rural" category in the CTO Award.  Andy Rowland of ecodyfi recently received the Award from the Vice-president of the European Commission, Loyola de Palacio, at an international ceremony in Salamanca, Spain.

Powys County Council became the first Authority in the UK to join this European scheme by forming a Renewable Energy Partnership in July 2001.  The Council has worked with other bodies to establish Powys Energy Agency and commit itself to achieve identified renewable energy targets with its partners.  

The partnership includes the now established Powys Energy Agency, ecodyfi, the Welsh Development Agency and Wales OPET Cymru, with the Forestry Commission now closely involved in the developments that are taking place. 

Cllr. John Thompson, County Council portfolio member for energy and chairman of Powys Energy Agency, said: "The award is great news for the County, not only because of the prestige that it brings to the area, but because it establishes our partnership as one that can be trusted to deliver good work and implement projects.  

"This is vitally important when it comes to securing additional funding in the future.  The European Commission, for instance, has made it quite clear that it wishes to fund good ideas and integrated projects.  This award recognises that this is exactly what has been happening in Powys and the Dyfi Valley.  

"I am so pleased that Andy Rowland from ecodyfi was able to receive the award on our behalf because it was his pioneering work and determination that set the model for our current success."

The Powys entry into this year's Awards was a video called 'Energising Powys: Working together for 100% renewables', which highlighted the key renewable energy developments in the Dyfi Valley and Powys emerging from community and small scale developments.

The video demonstrates the variety and imagination of people and projects within the Dyfi Valley and Powys in moving away from dependence on polluting fuels.  The sectors covered include solar and hydropower, community wind energy and biomass projects.  Some examples include projects of farms, householders, community groups, public sector bodies, local businesses and a school. These projects strengthen the local economy because they help the growth of relevant businesses and because more of the money spent on energy stays in the area now.

Anybody interested in using renewable energy in their homes or businesses can find help through the projects co-ordinated by Powys Energy Agency and ecodyfi, including the Powys Solar Club. Grant aid is sometimes available. The Agency works from Ladywell House in Newtown.
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