The Rt Hon Ieuan Wyn Jones AM 
                                                     George Monbiot
Deputy First Minister for Wales   
                                                       Y Goeden Eirin
Welsh Assembly Government                 
                                          Newtown Road

Cardiff Bay                                                                  

                    Machynlleth

Caerdydd CF99 1NA                                                                                                 Powys   SY20 8EY 




     Tel: 01654 702758 
27 September 2007
Dear Mr Wyn Jones, 

I am writing to draw your attention to a problem affecting the town of Machynlleth and to request your assistance in resolving it. 

We are fortunate to live in the ancient capital of Wales, well-known for its gentle pace of life and strong community spirit. But one issue now animates and infuriates almost everyone here: the extremely dangerous and antisocial driving which takes place at all hours of the day and night. 

Machynlleth is built around two trunk roads: the A489 and A487. In principle, all the roads here are subject to a 30mph limit. In practice, the speed limit is ignored by the majority of motorists. Our lives, our health and our peace of mind are being threatened. 

There are two issues. One is that people passing through the town fail to heed the signs and keep driving at 40, 50 or even 60mph. They speed past the primary school and often ignore the children trying to use the pedestrian crossing. The second is that a group of young drivers uses Machynlleth as a race track. They race mostly at night, often well over the speed limit, in cars tuned to make as much noise as possible. Sometimes you will see the same cars pass half a dozen times within 10 minutes. All over the town people complain that their sleep is being disrupted, and that they scarcely dare to walk along the pavements, lest one of these young drivers loses control. 

The police are very concerned about this issue, but their resources are limited, and their officers spread thinly over a very wide area. They have explained to us in public meetings that they would like to spend more time seeking to make use of the speed gun the town bought for them through public subscription, but they are overstretched. 

There is a robust consensus throughout the town that the only measure which will successfully address the two problems we face is the installation of permanent speed cameras. We respectfully beg you to authorise the installation of a camera at three entrances to the town: on the Newtown Road close to the primary school, on Heol Pentrerhedyn close to the secondary school, and on Heol y Doll by the war memorial. 

We believe that this issue has been shamefully neglected throughout mid-Wales. A freedom of information request reveals that in Powys the death rate as a result of road accidents over the past five years of records (2002-2006) has almost doubled
: the average rate of road deaths per head of population is now 0.0205%
. In England and Wales as a whole, the rate has fallen by 8.5% over the past five years of records (2001-2005)
 and the average road death rate is now 0.005%
. In other words, the fatality rate on roads in Powys is 4.1 times the rate for England and Wales. But a further request reveals that there are are no fixed speed cameras anywhere in the county
. This is a shocking state of affairs, and one which we hope you can address as a matter of urgency. We hope we do not have to wait for someone here to die before the law is enforced. 

Thank you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

� Email from Tony Caine, Cyngor Sir Powys, 12th June 2007. The figures are as follows: 


2002: 14 


2003: 23 


2004: 21 


2005: 23 


2006: 27 


� The total population of Powys in 2006 was 131,498. 


� The 2002-2005 figures are available in ONS, 2007. Mortality statistics: Injury and poisoning. Review of the Registrar General on deaths attributed to injury and poisoning in England and Wales, 2005.  Series DH4 no.30. � HYPERLINK http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/DH4_30/DH4_no_30.pdf ��http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/DH4_30/DH4_no_30.pdf�. The 2001 figure is available in ONS, 2006. Mortality statistics: Injury and poisoning. Review of the Registrar General on deaths attributed to injury and poisoning in England and Wales, 2004. Series DH4 no.29. � HYPERLINK http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/DH4_29/DH4_29_2004.pdf ��http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/DH4_29/DH4_29_2004.pdf�


� 2697 (M+F) out of a total population of 53,390,200. 


� Email from Tony Caine, Cyngor Sir Powys, 13th June 2007. 





