Background to projects facilitation/coordination (Dyfi Biosphere/CMI)
Ecodyfi is a development trust, working for the sustainable community regeneration of the Dyfi area, established in 1998. We are delivering two renewable energy projects on contract to the Severn Wye Energy Agency, a sustainable tourism project in North Ceredigion, as well as fundraising and project management services to the Dyfi Biosphere Partnership. www.ecodyfi.org.uk 

In May 2009, UNESCO confirmed the Dyfi Biosphere (the Dyfi Valley and Aberystwyth) as a member of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. This opened up many opportunities. www.dyfibiosphere.org.uk Visit Wales recognises the area as a “sub destination”.
The Cambrian Mountains Initiative (CMI) is a wide-ranging project that aims to help promote rural enterprise, protect the environment and add value to products and services in Mid Wales. www.cambrianmountains.co.uk 
The community action planning carried out by ecodyfi for the CMI in early 2011 resulted in a portfolio of grass roots project proposals relevant to the objectives of both the CMI and the Dyfi Biosphere. This plan did not include Aberystwyth-based projects, since Aberystwyth lies outside the CMI area. The CMI is part-funding the present work, so that some projects can be delivered. 
The Rural Development Plan is a potential source of funding for projects. The Countryside Council for Wales, Tourism Partnership Mid Wales and the Snowdonia National Park Authority are contributing funds to facilitate projects, to develop the Dyfi Biosphere as a tourism destination and to move the initiative forward.
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