Partneriaeth Eco Dyffryn Dyfi Eco Valley Partnership

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19/6/2003 at Plas Dolguog

Members present: Nicola Dunkley (Chairing), Arfon Hughes, Ann MacGarry, Judy Jenkins (Machynlleth Chamber of Trade), Kelvin Jenkins, Shelagh Hourahane, Michael Parish, Brian Kelly, Pat Hellen, Gwesyn Davies, Paul Allen (CAT), Rachel Behan (Elemental Earth), Jan Morgan, Andrew Rowbottom, Richard Rhodes, Frances Voelcker, Nick Smyth, Aled Griffiths, Sioned Pugh, Guy Pargeter, Tom Brown, Marit Olsson, Charles Arch, Nat Taplin, Anthony Rhodes, Ursula Byrne, Tom O’Kane, Teresa Walters, Andy Rowland

Also present: Peter James (WDA), Ruth Owen, Sonia Kuznetsov, Eurwen Pierce Jones
Apologies: Martin Ashby (Machynlleth Town Council), Hugh D Jones (Glantwymyn Community Council), Helena Earnshaw, Joyce Borgs, Jane Rigby, Nigel Dudley, Sue Stolton, Mick Bates, Kestrel Maranta, Clive Thomas, Gill Jones, Andy Bull (Powys County Council), Michael Bunney (Festival of the Countryside), Bill Henderson (Snowdonia National Park), Ifer Gwyn, Bev Barratt (Corris Community Council), Myra Francis (CAMAD), Will Lloyd Williams, Peter Harper, Cyril Evans (Communities First), Peter Jones (Ynyslas), John Harrington (PAVO)
1. The minutes of the AGM held on 9th May 2002 were approved: proposed by Ursula Byrne and Charles Arch
2. Andy Rowland and Marit Olsson presented the Annual Accounts for the full year 1/9/2001 – 31/8/2002 and for the period from 1/9/2002 to 31/3/2003. These were both accepted. Proposed by Tom Brown and Aled Griffiths.

3. Nicola Dunkley presented a report on behalf of the Directors, making the following points:

· Ecodyfi has made the transition to a broader regeneration agenda and the move to Tŷ Bro Ddyfi symbolizes and consolidates this
· Ecodyfi’s energy work (in partnership with Powys County Council, Powys Energy Agency, the Welsh Development Agency and the Forestry Commission) won two prestigious prizes during 2002. The European Commission judged this to be the best rural partnership under its ‘Campaign for Take-off of Renewable Energy” and the Royal Town Planning Institute gave the project its ‘Planning for Sustainability’ award.

· Our assistance to Bro Dyfi Community Renewables Ltd was crucial to the development of their wind turbine at Cilgwyn and the opening celebration in March 2003 was a high point of the year.
· Ecodyfi is playing important roles in both the Bro Ddyfi Communities First programme and the community strategy process in Powys. We are doing our best to prevent duplication of effort.

· Our website continues to grow in both content and visits, thanks to Cyberium’s expertise and patience and funding from Barclays community programme.

5. The following members were elected by paper ballot to the Board:

· Powys: Aled Griffiths, Hugh D Jones, Gill Jones, Sioned Pugh
· Gwynedd: Paul Allen, Charles Arch, Marit Olsson, Nick Smyth 

· Ceredigion: Ursula Byrne, Nicola Dunkley, Guy Pargeter, Ellen ap Gwynn
6. The meeting closed at 8.15 and was followed by a discussion about ecodyfi’s work, led by Teresa Walters, Tom O’Kane and Andy Rowland. The following points arose:
a) In response to a question about the costs and availability of Broadband fast internet services to businesses, Andy said that the first step is to persuade BT to upgrade the telephone exchanges to make ADSL available.
b) Teresa asked whether farmers would welcome a fair trade / local produce campaign. Aled replied that they would – in Italy schools insist on local produce for their children. Charles commented that nothing is done to teach and support farmers to grow vegetables and that they need to be led to new ground in responding to market demands.

c) “Ecological footprint”. Gwynedd is a pilot area for this methodology, that seeks to assess our ecological impact in terms of hectares required per person. It’s likely to be similar in the Dyfi valley. We had not succeeded in being another pilot area and obtaining data at this small scale would require a lot of direct measurement, monitoring and surveying. There may be scope to involve schools in some kind of audit.

d) A forum for users of local public transport was suggested as a way of getting informed opinions and suggestions to providers.
e) Frances and Arfon congratulated the staff on their efforts and achievements.


Page 1 of 2

