Partneriaeth Eco Dyffryn Dyfi Eco Valley Partnership

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10/2/2001 at Plas Dolguog

Present: Gill Jones (chairing), Arthur Grant, Gail Hart, Tom Brown, Frances Voelcker, Andy Rowland, (Board Members),

Duncan Kerridge, Tegwyn Jones, Ann MacGarry, Cllr. Michael Williams, Ian Rutherford, Chris Fuller, Jan Morgan, Dave Roberts, Mick Bates A.M., Peter Harper, Elwyn Vaughan, Andrew Currie, Huw Antur Edwards, Gill Evans, Huw Evans, Dave Butler, Liz Butler, Lynn Williams, David Watson

Apologies: Martin Ashby, Cllr. Hedd Bleddyn Williams, Hugh D Jones, Helen Nelson, Sue Walton, Billy Langley, David Thorpe, Andy Bull, Tracey Lovering, Kelvin Graham, Louise Halestrap, Nigel Vince, Elin Jones, Bill Henderson, Glyn Davies A.M., Mannon Lewis, Michael Bunney, Julie Finch, Frank Jackson, Philip Ellis, Catrin Wynn Roberts, J Gareth Thomas, Sioned Rees, Sioned E Williams, Gordon Hughes, Haf Roberts, Jenny Fothergill, Shelagh Hourahane, Cllr. Gwilym Fychan, Arwel Evans, Alf Bowen, Wil Lloyd Williams

The Partnership is grateful to Eurwen Booth for providing simultaneous translation facilities.

This was the first AGM. The Partnership was incorporated as a Company Limited by Guarantee on 13/8/1999.

1. The Report of the Directors and the Financial Accounts (both for the period to 31/8/2000) were accepted (proposed by Michael Williams; seconded by Frances Voelcker). It was noted that the income (of £7,190) in the Accounts represented only what passed through the Partnership’s own bank account. The Partnership’s main activity (the Community Renewable Energy Project) represented an additional £890,000 of economic activity in the valley, including an input of approximately £300,000 of European grant. This money is kindly administered on the Partnership’s behalf by Powys County Council.

2. The Special Resolutions to amend the constitution were passed unanimously.

Some suspicion that the proposed UNESCO Dyfi “Biosphere Reserve” would bring more restrictions on landowners and other interests was reported. The Development Officer responded that, on the contrary, it represented an opportunity for the local community and economy to benefit from the richness of the wildlife and habitat in its midst, through developments which enhanced and used these assets. The term “Reserve” was misleading in this respect and hopefully would not be used if the designation is confirmed.

Peter Harper (CAT) and Elwyn Vaughan (Cymad) then gave stimulating presentations and fielded comments before eating the excellent scones.

Peter’s main points were as follows:

1. The “doomsday” outlook of 1970/80’s environmentalists is giving way to a view that we probably will have global environmental stability in the long term – if we can keep the ecological systems (especially climatic factors) in balance during the next 80 years or so.

2. During this period, consumption and pollution in underdeveloped countries can be expected to grow immensely - but then to peak and fall back. In developed countries, most of the relevant parameters have stopped increasing and “business as usual” scenarios are starting to assume energy consumption, etc. will continue at present levels.

3. Even though “per head” consumption in developed countries will continue to be much greater than in underdeveloped countries for decades, the total impact of these populations will be dwarfed by the growing South.

4. But these levels in the North / West are still around five times what they will need to be when we eventually achieve an equitable globally sustainable situation.

5. Lower-consumption lifestyles (whether achieved by buying technical fixes or by changing the way we do things) can influence “mainstream” society to move in their direction.

6. Peter drew three conclusions to guide our activities:

· Local activities in Wales have no absolute significance at this stage

· “Amplifiers” for change are needed, such as demonstrations, research and “showbiz” – visionary developments?

· “No regrets” developments are the way to go i.e. ones which are desirable even if the environmental projections are wrong; bringing in the economic aspects (e.g. wealth retained locally, new enterprises) and the social aspects (e.g. the social economy, a wide social base, convivial work, good place to be).

Elwyn described ways in which Cymad is using public money to research and carry the risk of developing new ventures (where the private sector is unwilling to invest), such as wool insulation, wool composting and reclaiming forested land for wildlife and tourism. Grant aid can be used as a driver, particularly in four growth areas which he identified:

· Information and communication technology

· Social services

· Environmental goods and services

· Cultural industries

He pointed to the critical role of those who can relate to (and win the confidence of) both the open-minded people within the traditional communities and those newer to the area, so as to bring fresh ideas to fruition.

Frances spoke of the need to inform and influence decision-makers – opening their eyes without triggering their prejudices. She suggested a visioning exercise for the Dyfi valley.

