Minutes of Dyfi Eco Valley Partnership quarterly meeting  	28/1/2000





Present:





Directors - Paul Allen (C.A.T.), Hugh D Jones, Gail Hart, Arthur Grant, Tom Brown, Frances Voelker (Park), Gill Jones (CWYSI), Andy Rowland





Non-Directors - Nigel Dudley (Equilibrium), Peter Harper (C.A.T.), Bill Henderson (Park), Catrin Wynn Davies (Menter Bro Ddyfi), Kelvin Graham (EA), Goronwy Edwards (Ceredigion CC), Sue Walton (CPRW), Dave Butler, Liz Butler, Dilwyn Jenkins (Dulas), Andy Bull (Powys CC), Pete Telfer (Cymru 2001), Ruth Brocklehurst (Sustain/Cynnal), Alec Dauncey & Iestyn (Tir Coed)





Apologies:


Dafydd Pughe, Hedd Bleddyn Williams, Josie Coggins, Ruth Williams, Shelagh Hourahane








1. The Minutes of the meeting held on September 24th 1999 were accepted.





(Matters arising from the minutes)





2. “Sustainable Parks” grant fund. This will be called the Environment Development Fund. Snowdonia National Park will administer £250,000 per year for three years for eligible projects. See enclosed outline. 





3. Sustainablity indicators.


It is encouraging that Gwynedd Council has six environmental / sustainability indicators and three community regeneration indicators in its economic strategy. It is also a pilot area for a process called “CLIP” and is likely to monitor 17 of the 35 sustainability indicators suggested. More info available from Andy R.





The Welsh Assembly aims to establish a set of Welsh headline indicators for its Sustainable Development Scheme and will soon launch a consultation specifically about these. Meanwhile, the consultation document on the Scheme itself (“A Sustainable Wales - learning to live differently”) is open for comment until 25 April 2000. It’s at: www.wales.gov.uk/polinifo/sust_dev/sustaina1_e.htm (in English) and at


www.cymru.gov.uk/polinifo/sust_dev/sust_w.htm (in Welsh)





Summaries are available there or from: Sustainable Development Unit, National Assembly for Wales, Floor 1, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ


If you’d like to contribute to the DEVP response, call Andy or come to a meeting at Unit 1 on Friday March 3 (10.30 a.m.).





4. Recycling plastic farm film. Andy R to liaise with Birch (the organisers), Gill Jones and Hugh Jones to explore useful roles for DEVP. 








5. Funds.


There is £61.80 in the DEVP account, plus £275 which is dedicated to the Solar Club.





Andy R is to attend a fundraising course Feb 1/2 paid by National Grid Co and Sustainable Alliance. The New Opportunities Fund may be a good prospect when they publish details of their sustainable communities scheme.





6. Memberships. It was decided to join the three county voluntary associations if they’re free, but not WCVA at present.





7. EC Campaign for Take-off of renewables. The draft Powys County Council partnership declaration of targets and programme is in consultation till 28 Feb. Copies from Andy Bull 01597 827587.





(Agenda)





8. Community Renewable Energy Project


The Development Officer was congratulated for bringing in sufficient applications for ENCORE funds. It was decided to seek publicity for the grant offers soon, preferably coinciding with an appropriate news story. Andy R to liaise with Pete Telfer about how TV may follow progress.





The WDA has indicated financial support for ecological studies related to the hydro proposals. More members of the community hydro group are sought.





9. “Communications” working group


The group’s paper stimulated a discussion about the way DEVP would operate (mainly projects which we’ve constructed ourselves or with more of an emphasis on networking and getting other bodies to work together?). Also about its ambitions and objectives (working to an agenda which is primarily environmental or to one which is much wider - sustainable development?).





I think the general conclusion was that we approach things from the environmental “leg” of the three-legged sustainability “stool”, while ensuring that our activities also strengthen the economic and social “legs”. On the one hand, we are concerned with much more than the environment. On the other hand, we are not a general community development agency (though we expect to use community development processes). It was also said that our strength is practical implementation and that our core concern is to stimulate a “green” economy.





The paper’s inclusive approach (as in its Model 1) was supported, but not seen as mutually exclusive to Models 2 and 3. Gail Hart will convene another meeting(s) of the Communications group to flesh out some proposals. Andy R will arrange input from the local community development workers.














10. “Adding value to local resources and products” working group


It was agreed that this topic was important and should consider all our assets, not just agriculture and forestry. Tom Brown will convene the group again and Andy R will arrange liaison with the Powys Food Futures initiative.


Thursday March 2	10.30 a.m.	Unit 1		This is an open group.





11. Waste


C.A.T. are seeking funds for proposals to assess local household wastes and to strengthen their advice service to home composters.





12. Charitable status


Andy R to consult the Charity Commissioners on what we’d have to change in the constitution before registering.





13. Insurance 


Andy R to obtain quotes for a package of insurances tailored to voluntary organisations’ needs.





14. Forest Quality - see letter


Andy R and Nigel Dudley to confirm the date of the first meeting in this process and invite all present.





15. Festival / events


Ideas for how to use C.A.T.’s Festival of the Future in the wider community are requested. They can put on activities at schools and other venues - Paul Allen 01654 702400.





16. Tourism


We would like to take the opportunity of working with the tourism economy. The review being undertaken by the Green Guide to the Dyfi Valley Group is pointing to wide community involvement. Andy R to bring specific proposals.








Next meeting: Friday 24 March  10.30 a.m.  Youth & Community Wing, Ysgol Bro Ddyfi


Tom Brown to chair it. (We decided to appoint the next meeting’s Chair at each meeting, until we decide on anything more continuous).
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