Tirwedd Dyfi - Project summary
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Manager: ecodyfi
Purpose:  To explore and celebrate links between Welsh language, culture, landscape and nature using the UNESCO Dyfi Biosphere as a demonstration area

Aims:

1) Deepen the emotional connection felt by Welsh speakers to their local landscape, thereby improving their stewardship and also their appreciation of the value of language in expressing it
2) Seek to convert such renewed interest in landscape into a deeper realisation of the links between Welsh speakers’ lifestyles and specific environmental issues related to climate change

3) Demonstrate the connections between Welsh language culture and place to learners and non-speakers of Welsh, thereby increasing their respect for both
4) Seek to engage participants in several modes and levels: qualitative, material, aesthetic, academic, artistic, spiritual, passive and participative.

Objectives:

1) Increase understanding of these connections at an intellectual/scholastic level

2) Stimulate a range of cultural and artistic (in the widest sense) activities and legacies

3) Engage the general public both as audience and participants, particularly as members of extended families, communities, schools, societies, clubs, businesses and institutions.

Activities include:
1) March 2010: An inaugural, open event to launch the project, anticipate some of the potential content (e.g. use of the large ‘aerial photographs’ floor map; music, prose and poetry performances; a talk on local heritage, traditions, field, landforms and place names etc.) and ‘fine tune’ the rest of the project through contribution and participation

2) Spring 2010: Creative workshop followed by performance in one primary school, based around drawing out pupils’ feelings about their local environment, using names of farms, fields, houses, places, fauna and flora as starting points as well as key words that capture their relationship to place. 
3) Spring 2010: Talwrn y Beirdd (poetry competitive event) – perhaps with teams from the three county sections of the Dyfi Biosphere, involving related topics

4) Spring 2010 –Spring 2011: Organise amateur art and/or photographic competition using evocative Welsh cultural views or landscapes as subjects. People to be invited to write things inspired by these.
5) Autumn 2010: Publish selected outputs from the above activities in (for example) five Papurau Bro and on www.biosfferdyfi.org.uk 

6) Spring 2011: Conclude project with event which reviews and showcases outcomes, including workshops, performances, exhibition and outline of follow up activities
