Dathlu Dyfi!

nodiadau dehongli - interpretation notes
 J R Jones - Dyffryn Dyfi

Dyffryn Dyfi, written by J R Jones, a well known poet from Talybont near Aberystwyth, praises the virtues of the Dyfi Valley. It starts with the magic of nature, moving down the valley and its villages taking in points of historic influence of Glyndŵr and Mathafarn.

 Blewyn Glas - Traditional Folk Song / Can Werin

Blewyn glas is the green blade of grass on the river bank which has lured many a cow to its depths—the singer recollects how a fair maiden also lured him to follow her. 
 Afon Dyfi - Dafydd Wyn Jones

 Afon Dyfi by Dafydd Wyn Jones from Blaenplwyf Uchaf is a poem which heralds the river as a majestic queen of her county, her turrets rising from the river bed, her courtiers the small rivers which flow to join her.     

Aran Fawddwy - Dafydd Wyn Jones
 Two short poems about the mountain close to the source of the River Dyfi. The poet’s affection for the mountain is expressed in the first englyn, whilst the second poem plays with the debate about the height of the Aran before admitting that not being the tallest or largest doesn’t stop her being the mountain closest to his heart.                                                                        
Dyffryn Dyfi - Gwilym R Tilsley

Sung in Cerdd Dant by Lodesi Dyfi - Cerdd dant is when words are set to a tune that harmonises with the tune played on the harp.

Dyffryn Dyfi follows the river down the valley, naming villages in her path, praising the pastures, the prominent men from history and the calming influence of the valley.

Llanbrynmair- (ap Sion) Dafydd Davies

Llanbrynmair’s historical connections are celebrated in this poem. Listen out for Cwm Pennant, Nant Ysgolion and Talerddig in the rolling rhymes.

Glan Dyfi / Machynlleth (on accordion)

Two lively traditional tunes inspired by the local area.

Y Wiwer Goch, Draenog, Oen - Ithel Rowlands 

Three verses of englyn by Machynlleth poet Ithel Rowlands known for his descriptions of nature.

The acrobatic red squirrel, the bumbling hedgehog and a lamb at play are the subjects here.

Mawddwy - (on harp)

Tune composed by Marged Roberts, famous for her work with Cerdd Dant, inspired by the Mawddwy area.

Ti yw’r Pridd - Ann Fychan

Bwlch Glyn Mynydd - Gwilym Fychan

Dyffryn Dyfi - Gwilym Fychan

Pictiwr i gyd - Ann Fychan

(Poems will be interpreted by the poet)

Hyddgen - Parti Ysgol Bro Ddyfi

Cerdd Dant item, with words written by Ann Fychan

Ffair Machynlleth - Gwynn ap Gwilym

Lively poem which conveys the atmosphere of market day in a rattling list of items to be found on the stalls. The fun continues into the night states the poet at the end - but that’s another story!

Clychau Aberdyfi - (on harp)

Tune inspired by the legend of Cantre’r Gwaelod -  the city drowned by the sea thanks to the negligence of the door keeper who was tempted away from his post by festivities in the town. At night they say that the bells of the drowned city can be heard tolling beneath the waves.

Bugail Aberdyfi 

Traditional Welsh folk song where a shepherd from Aberdyfi laments the loss of his one true love. He begs her to return to him and the children; to the mountain of Aberdyfi. 

Tyrd - Gwyn ap Gwilym

“Come with me” says the bard - to run barefoot in the river, to the sand under the bridge to watch the salmon in the pools. Listen for the list of nature’s treasures in the 7th verse.

Come with me, to welcome the sun
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