Possible development at Heulfryn, Esgairgeiliog
Housing Association Grŵp Gwalia is looking into the possibility of developing affordable housing and other facilities on the site. Land for People has been supporting the Bro Ddyfi Community Land Trust (and before that, the Heulfryn Regeneration Group) in exploring how the local community can benefit most from such a development.

Gwalia, Forestry Commission Wales (current owner of the site), Welsh Assembly Government and Powys County Council asked the independent Rural Housing Enabler to carry out a Housing Needs Survey. 

Summary of results
142 Questionnaires were filled in for the Glantwymyn Community Council area. 
28 Households indicated they will need other accommodation within five years. At least 24 of these would prefer to stay in the area and at least 25 households have a strong local connection. Of the 28 households there are five families, ten couples and eight single persons and of five households the size is unknown. Eighteen households think they would rent or become a shared owner. Six households answered they would only buy on the open market. 
There is widespread support for development of affordable housing in the Glantwymyn area, if a need is identified. Comments indicate that new build homes should be available for local people. 

Half of the respondents answered the question about provisions other than housing (as part of the possible development of Ceinws Camp / Heulfryn). Many people suggested more than one option. Most mentioned are a play area / football pitch / sport facility (19 people), community building (18), shop (17), (small scale) work units (16) and bus service / shelter (11).

We need your help!
Ecodyfi is researching the feasibility of these suggestions on behalf of the Bro Ddyfi Community Land Trust. We need to know what you want, when and how you would use such facilities, and whether you would help to manage some of them. While we can expect some public funding to be available to establish well-researched community facilities, on-going subsidy is unlikely. We need to show that there will be enough income to pay for their running, even if one part of the development (work units?) subsidises or makes possible another part (a community room?). 

Please complete the enclosed questionnaire. You can call or email us on 01654 703965 or andy.rowland@ecodyfi.org.uk if you haven’t spoken to us yet, or if you have anything to add. 
Next steps

The results of the survey will play a role in estimating the need for housing on the Heulfryn site, as well as in other parts of the Glantwymyn area. At the moment, Grŵp Gwalia is still working with partners to identify money to buy the site.

Meanwhile, a meeting at 7.30 on Thursday 1 July in the Machynlleth Care Centre on Forge Road will set up a Steering Group for the Bro Ddyfi Community Land Trust. We would be delighted if you could attend.
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